
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
EDEN

Meeting date: 7 June 2016

From: Corporate Director – Environment and 
Community Services

EDEN FLOOD VOLUNTEERS

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report provides Local Committee with an update on the multi-
agency flood recovery effort and specifically a flood recovery funded 
project in development to support hard-pressed and uninsured 
householders to return to their homes following the floods.  The 
project is to be delivered by the Eden Flood Volunteers.

1.2 Since January 2016, Cumbria County Council has been allowing Eden 
Flood Volunteers to use the former civil engineers laboratory at 
Skirsgill at nil cost as a base for their flood recovery effort. The new 
project would require the Council to extend the use of this property 
until July 2017 on a nil rent basis only.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 Following the Cumbria floods of December 2015, Cumbria County 
Council became the lead authority co-ordinating the recovery effort. A 
Strategic Co-ordinated Recovery Group chaired by Cumbria County 
Council, co-ordinated the efforts of a number of recovery subgroups 
focusing on environment, finance, business, housing, schools and 
learning and the community.

2.2 This project supports a number of County Council priorities 
specifically around promoting health and wellbeing, enabling 
communities to live safely and supporting older and more vulnerable 
people to live independent and healthy lives.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Local Committee note its support of the proposal that the 
occupation of the former civil engineering laboratory at Skirsgill be 
extended by formal lease agreement until July 2017 at nil rent pending 
agreement of the draft lease Heads of Terms.   
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4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Eden Flood Volunteers were set up during the weekend of 5 December 
2015 in the wake of Storm Desmond within the Old Fire Station in Penrith 
where the group collected donations and co-ordinated distribution to those in 
immediate need.

4.2 At the end of December, Eden Flood Volunteers were required to vacate the 
Old Fire Station and approached Cumbria County Council for support. Due 
to the urgent nature of the request and the Council’s role in the recovery 
programme; an officer decision was taken to offer the group a short-term 
licence to use the empty former civil engineering lab at Skirsgill Depot until 
31 March 2016. Eden Flood Volunteers achieved charitable status on 23 
March 2016 (1166201).

4.3 Eden Flood Volunteers, have been provisionally awarded £100,000 by the 
Cumbria Community Foundation managed Cumbria Flood Recovery Fund, 
to deliver a 12-month project to co-ordinate and distribute donated furniture 
and household goods to flood affected people across Cumbria, to enable 
them to return to their homes.

4.4 6522 households flooded in Cumbria as a result of the storms during 
December 2016 and, based on the experience of previous floods, it is 
predicted that between 30-40% of these will be uninsured.  

4.5 The project as proposed is dependent on the extended use of the Skirsgill 
Laboratory. Eden Flood Volunteers will collect household and commercial 
donations of furniture, household goods and decorative supplies and store 
them in the facility which will also be used as a base for redistribution to 
households as and when required. The project will support flooded 
households across the entire county. 

4.6 Draft Heads of Terms for the proposed lease to facilitate this has been 
included in appendix 1. These have been discussed but not yet formally 
agreed.

4.7 The project funding will mean that Eden Flood Volunteers as tenant will be 
responsible for all outgoings associated with the occupation of the Property 
i.e. Rates (Valuation Office to reassess), Taxes and Utility/Heating Oil 
charges. The lease is to be an internal repairing and insuring lease and the 
Tenant is to keep the Property (including the oil tank and associated media), 
in a good state of repair. 

4.8 Cumbria County Council will be responsible for Fabric external repairs and 
maintenance provided that nothing in the lease shall require the Landlord to 
keep the property in a better condition than ‘wind and watertight’. The 
County Council will charge no rent for the property between July 2016 and 
July 2017. 

4.9 A project steering group consisting of Cumbria County Council, Eden Flood 
Volunteers, Cumbria Community Foundation, Rotary, Cumbria Council for 
Voluntary Service, British Red Cross and Churches Together will manage 
the project. 
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4.10 This is a task and finish project with a predicted finish date of July 2017 at 
which point Eden Flood Volunteers will vacate the Skirsgill Laboratory. 
During this time, the legacy for this project and future role of Eden Flood 
Volunteers will be considered.

4.11 The temporary licence arrangement with the Eden Flood Volunteers has 
already been extended from 31st March until July to enable the time for Eden 
Local Committee and Cabinet to consider their options and make their 
decision.

4.12 The proposal to grant a lease on a nil rent basis will relinquish the 
opportunity of an annual rental of £35,000 that could be generated from 
commercial letting of the space.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Local Committee may wish to  support  the proposal that the occupation of 
the former civil engineering laboratory at Skirsgill be extended by a formal 
lease agreement on a nil rent basis until July 2017 to enable the delivery of 
the project by Eden Flood Volunteers. This support would be pending 
agreement of draft Heads of Terms.

5.2 Members may choose not to support the proposal.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct financial implications for the Local Committee arising 
from this report. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The decision about whether to grant a lease to the Eden Flood Volunteers 
on a nil rent basis is one for Cabinet to take in accordance with the Council’s 
Disposal Policy which provides that decisions to transfer property to 
community groups for less than market value are to be made by Cabinet. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This paper provides a comprehensive update on the proposed flood 
recovery support project being delivered by Eden Flood Volunteers and sets 
out Eden Local Committee’s options for supporting the project.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director - Environment and Community Services

15 May 2016
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APENDICES

Appendix 1 –  Draft Head of Terms

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Nick Wright, Area Manager - Eden
Tel: 07870 153202 Email: nick.wright@cumbria.gov,uk
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